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DEVOTED TO THE ABOLITION OF 





CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, AND THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRISON DISCIPLINE. 
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‘LET THE SIGHING OF THE PRISONER COME BEFORE THEE.—ACCORDING TO THE GREATNESS OF THY POWER, PRESERVE THOU THOSE THAT ARE APPOINTED TO DIE.’—Brare. 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND, 


PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY. 


At No. 40 Cornhill, (up stairs.) 


to’ Terms. One Dollar per annum, in advance. 





| And hoarsely mutter—Hang! Hang! Hang! 
Being no prophet, but a poet, 

I cannot guess, far less can know it; 

But in my faith, or soon or late, 

That barbarous law must find its fate: 


Fifty Cents for six months. ‘Twenty-five per cent. added | 
if not paid within three months. 





‘And hempen cords, no longer prized, 
Like racks and thumb-screws, be despised, 

















pull off my boots and stockings, and put on anoth- | dred and ninety-seven colored persons. Of the 
er pair, which were handed me. Iwas then or- | whole number, eleven are confined for life ; and 
dered by Stinson to go into the passage way to the | the confined for crimes against person, is one hun- 


cells; there I was stripped naked, to search me for | dred and eighteen, 





money, or any other article I might have attempt-| Among the latter class of prisoners we noticed 
} . : . 
ithe Anti-Renters, O’Conner and Van Steinbery; 


| : . 
| these men, it will be remembered were sentenced 


ed to secure about my person. 
* ha * # * 


| 4 
‘In September, 1834, Stinson was removed, and | '® death ; which sentence was afterward commu- 


John M?Daniel succeeded him as Warden; and ted to imprisonment for life. O’Conner is a fine 


oooh aston Ba 
CHARLES SPEAR,) Editors and Despised and loathed: as relics base, 
JOHN M. SPEAR, Proprietors. Of darker ages the disgrace ; 
nr rae | But cast to moles and bats away, 
CON TAZSU TORE, ! In the broad light of gospel day! 


Pror. T. C. UPHAM, D. D 
WALTER CHANNING, M. D 
How. ROBERT RANTOUL, Jus 
J. A. ANDREW, Esa. 


JAS. BROWN YERRINTON, PRINTER. 
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G. C—— ON CAPITAL, PUNISHMENT 


BY BERNARD BARTON. 


‘ He who’s convinced against his will, 

Is of the same opinion still:’ 

Then how can I my own let fall, 

Who still am not convinced at all? 

By all I yet from Scripture draw, 

Love best fulfils the Morar Law! 

And hence it seems to me a fact, 

To hang is an immoral act! 

In spite of all that time discloses, 

Of earlier code than that of Moses. 

Though I have little arguing skill. 

I would go back e’en earlier still; 

Win Cain, in fratricidal strife, 

First took his brother Abel’s life; 

The God with whom he had to do, 

In his case, judge and jury too, 

So far from claiming bleod for blood, 

In mercy by the culprit stood; 

And in the righteous sentence past 

That mercy’s mantle round him cast, 

And wheresoe’er the murderer trod, 

An exiled wanderer from his God, 

Howe’er the fratricide might fure, 

Commanded man his life to spare! 
To me this single fact out-weighs 

‘The law of Moses’ later days : 

That law, for those to whom ‘twas given ~ 

Was sacred as a voice from heaven! 

Bat since the gospel’s law of love 

Was promulgated from above, 

To me as plain as noon-day light, 

Its merciful forgiving rite 

Forbids all who beneath it live, 

To take the life they cannot give ! 

So solemn is this faith to me, 

I hold that man, whoe’er he be, 

That dooms his fellow-man to die, 

A murderer in the Christian’s eye! 

And though I owe to none a grudge, 

In my view, both Jack Ketch and Judge 

When these have done all they can do. 

Are in their turn but murderers too; 

Much of the difference is comprised 

In their’s being murder legalized! 
By the same rule I turn away, 

Disgusted from the battle-fray, 

And with instinctive horror shun 

All laurels for the hero won; 

By Marlborough or Wellington ; 

Deeming all way, in reason’s eye, 

But heartless, wholesale butchery! 
Such is the creed, my. good old friend, 

In which. | trust my life to end; 

How, leng our enti-christian law 

May. be. allowed to glut its maw, 

With ravenous tooth, and bloody fang, 


A FAMILIAR EPISTLE 'TO MY GOOD FRIEND | 


Ist mo, 30th, 1845. 
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Narrative of Joseph L. Shaw, 
| 4 Convict in the New-Hampshire Stale Prison. 
NUMBER I. 


We are very grateful to our friend, Rev. E. 
“H. Lake, for his kindness in preparing the fol- 
lowing article for the Prisoner’s Friend. It will 
make the hearts of our humane readers bleed to 
peruse it. We cannot be sufficiently thankful that 
| under the kind and humane direction of the pres- 


| 


ent Warden of the New-Hampshire State Prison 
the inmates are made much more comfortable and 
happy than they were in 1887. We have neces- 
| sarily omitted many passages in the narrative, for 
want of room. 





| Frrenps Srear: 
| In a recent number of your interesting paper, 
| you desire me to send you some facts in regard 
| to a criminal, ‘ who once was confined in the State 
| Prison in New-Hampshire, so long in a cold cell, 
| that his feet were frozen so badly that the surgeon 
' was obliged to amputate them both.’ 
| | have conversed with him, and am prepared to 
| state some facts relative to his treatment in prison. 
His name is Joseph L. Shaw. He resides in Ex- 
' eter, N. H. During his confinement in prison, he 
was most unmercifully treated. He was inhu- 
; manly thrust into a cold cell, carpeted with ice, 
' in which his feet were frozen so badly that his 
' physician found it necessary to cut them off just 
| below the knee. He is a pitiable object to look at. 


Government has never made him any repara- 


{ 
| tion. He made an effort to get redress by prose- 
| cuting the Warden for improper treatment, but it 


‘ 


| was all in vaih. Society exercises but little sym- 


| pathy towards the criminal. It strips him of his 
| character, mutilates his body, and then turns him 
} ye 

| out upon the cold charities of the world. 





Mr. Shaw has kindly loaned me a pamphlet which 
| he published soon after he was pardoned and set 
| at liberty. It is entitled—* New-Hampshire State 
| Prison Cruelty Exposed: or, the Sufferings of 
Joseph L. Shaw in. that Institution in 1837, while 
| John MeDaniel was Warden.’ It isa very inter- 
esting narrative; and as it is a.scarce work, the 
| editions having been sold, I will forward some ex- 
tracts for the Prisener’s Friend. 

In the first part of his Narrative, the author. in- 
forms us that, when a boy, he contracted a relish 
for intoxicating drinks. Under their influences 
| he was led on from one stage of vice to another, 
until he was detected in crimes, for which he was 
sentenced to the State Prison for ten years at hard 
labor. During the first part of his confinement, 
the prison was under the care of Abner P. Stin- 
son, He says, 

*I was handed a wrench, with which to un- 
shackle myself ; and this done, | was waited upon 
by Stinson into the guard room, and ordered to 





previous to the Ist of January, 1835, made a con-| ooking man, and we were told by the attendant 
tract with William Richardson, of Concord, and | that he was the best convict in the prison ; he 
Gordon Burley, of Canaan, to pay the expenses leads the singing choir in the Chapel on Sundays, 
of the prison for the labor of the convicts for a and is aman of good moral and religious charac- 
term of five years. Richardson afterwards died, ter. Van Steinberg seemed to be a jolly Dutch- 
man, who cared more for his dinner, than for any- 





and Burley took the whole contract. 

‘ Burley discontinued the wheelwright business, | thing ; he looked good natured, and his counte- 
and employed the men at making and finishing "#2¢e wore decidedly a pleasing expression. 
hammers for shoemakers, carpenters, &e.; and in| 48 we passed through the room where carpets 
order to do this he was under the necessity of in-| #7 Woven, wé noticed a man of middling height, 
creasing his power for propelling the machinery, and of an intellectual cast of countenance, who 
and he did this hy removing his horse power, and | seemed somewhat disturbed by our presence ; up- 
replacing it with a steam engine. on enquiry | learned that this was none other than 

‘This ‘arrangement was made in April, 1835, | Monroe E.dwards, the famous forger. He looks 
and I was ordered to take charge of the engine. | ©4re worn, and like a man ‘who feels deeply the 
It would appear by this that there was some eon-| disgrace of his present situation. We should 
fidence in me at this time, or [should not have |indge, that a pulmonary disease had fostered up- 
been entrusted with the whole care of the engine. | °° him, and that the day of his release from the 

‘The engine was of eight horse power only, and | rot of his crimes and degredation was not far 
distant. 


We noticed in one of the rooms, a convict en- 





I was compelled by my overseer to run the steam 
at so high a pressure as to make twenty-five horse | 
power, which caused the engine to be getting out | 8°8e¢ in painting ; his subject was a landscape ; 
of repair continually ; so T had all those inconven- | @ forest in the back ground ; and in the fore ground, 
iences to contend with, no instruction and no ex- waterfall ; at the foot of the fall were two chil- 


perience, but that which occurred daily. This “ren, the very picture of innocence ; the picture 
convinced me of my ineapacity, and I begged to| W288 & perfect gem; and we know that pure 
be excused from running the engine; but I was | thoughts and kindly emotions must abide in the 
ordered to continue in that employment. With heart that can shadow forth such beautiful types. 


this instruction, I remained in the same employ-| In the hospital of the prison, we witnessed a 
ment until I was confined in solitary, the result) scene which made indellible impression upon our 
of which was the loss of both feet midway from | minds ; it was no less than the death of a convict. 
the ankle to the knee. His name was Shepherd ; he was a brother to 
So fos Se | Honora Shepherd, of whom you have undoubtedly 
| heard. The whole family have been in prison to- 
| gether, and at present, there are two brothers be- 
Location of the Prison— Number of Convicts—the side the deceased confined there, all for the same 

Anti Renters—Monroe Edwards—the Painter crime,countefeiting. As we entered the room, our 

—the Dying Prisoner—the Female Prison—| gaze fell upon the poor fellow ; he lay on his back, 

Mrs. Farnham—the Hutchinsons. ‘and seemed much distressed for breath ; the face 
While in New York city a few days since, a | bore the marks of refinement, which consumption 
friend invited me to accompany him on a visit to) almaye imparts to. ite. yietime ;—every treee of 


; . assion and sensuality but departed ; he seemed 
the above named prison; I cheerfully accepted the P } Oe De tee at 
| fully conscious of his condition, and if we could 


‘interpret the look that beamed from his face, he 
on board the good steamer Columbus, and soon | interp a . 


was on the way as fast as steam could carry me. | 


For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


A Visit to Sing Sing Prison. 


invitation, and in company with my friend stepped 


was resigned to his fate. 


A little more than two hours elapsed before we | 


landed at Sing Sing, the place where the prison is 


The female’s prison is seperate from the main 
building ; stands much higher from the river ; it 


_is.a beautiful building of the Ionic style ; the front 

It stands on the east bank of the Hudson, and | and pillars of peliahed marble, T Re prisog 1s uR- 
cee fae - heist ine _der the control of Mrs. Farnam, a lady distin- 

has an imposing appearance from the river ; the 


prison is built ofa rough grey marble, which is guished for her philanthropy, and concern, for the 


: ‘ : ca: | Welfare of the prisoner. There has been much 
found in abundance in the region round about ; ‘tis | . : ds 

, ’ improvement in the moral condition. of the female 
by far the largest’ prison in the country, and we)" *: flate : furnishing another proof, that 
. . - 5 
could but think, as we gazed upon its massive \PEoner 4 f 5 6 : P Pr 
F . ._'.. | love, ig omnipotent to. overcome evil. Severity 
walls, that if the money expended in erecting it, | 


sale .* ) . been almost abandoned ; and appeals to their 
and supporting its‘ inmates, was but spent: in en- | pas heen : ppe 


‘ ‘ . . native good feelings and sentiments .have resulted 
lightening the consciences, and expanding the mor- | 5 ne 
~ on as favorably as the most sanguine could antici- 
al sentiments of these poor unfortunates; whose pate 
cirumstances of fife are such that crime becomes | "Phe « Home branch’ of the Hutchinson family 
their natural element, that a great work: would paid them a visit the Sabbath before we arrived 
be done for humanity, and more’ by ‘far aecom- | there, and the poor inmates were permitted to Tis- 
plished towards the prevention of crime. ten to their sweet songs ; blessings on them ; blés- 
The prison, at present, contains eighteen hun- sings on music, for it calls up the truest and ho- 
dred and twenty persons ; two hundred and twen- | blest feelings of human nature, and inspires: the 


located. 





ty four of whom are females ; there are one hun ‘same to a truer life. 


hes eee ety or <> 





at Mle in ge ee , Sa te TE RT 





4) 


s ae 
- Von ~ = > 


Sy 














sae RE. 


Ye ee 


» 
ee 


a Rib ieee ain epeer 


a eng 


ee 









70 








But I must elose this already too lengthy epistle ; 
but let'me.say to all, that a day cannot be more 
profitably spent than in visiting this institution ; 
and none methinks ean leave its walls, without the 
impression that within them are men who can be 
made ornaments to society, and a blessing to the 
race. Only have faith in love, and ye may say to 
these mountains of crime, be removed! and they 
shall obey you. A. Arrcuporn. 

Boston, Mass. 22 1846. 


PRESSE Be EE SE RE ES IE ET 





“PRISONBRIS WRN Do 





: 4) SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE PENALTY OF DEATH 
UNTIL | HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY GF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON- 
STRATED TO ME.’—Lafayette. 
BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 1846. 








ANOTHER REMOVAL. 
‘Bock again!’ 

The Office of the Prisoner’s Friend is removed 
to the ovp stanv, No. 40 CornuiLyi, over Mr. 
Abel. Tompkins’s Book Store. We shall here 
welcome the discharged convict, endeavor to find 
employment for him, and be happy to see those 
who are interested in our humane enterprise. 
Donations for the cause, and clothing for the 
prisoner, may be forwarded to this Office. 





NOTICE. 


The anniversary meeting of the Narionau Socix- 
TY ror THE ApouiTion or CapiTraL PuNisu- 
MENT will be holden in New-York, on WEDNESDAY 
EVENING, May 13. 

The anniversary of the New-Yorx Srare Socir- 
TY FOR THE ABOLITION oF CaPiTAL PuUNISH- 
meENT will be held on MONDAY EVENING of the 
same week. Eminent speakers from various parts of the 
country «ere expected to be present. Friends of the 
eause throughout the country are invited to attend. 

FREEMAN HUNT, 
J. L. O’SULLIVAN, 
HORACE GREELEY, 
JOSIAH HOPPER, 
GEO. E. BAKER, 
Commitlee. 
New-York, April 16, 1846. 





ANNIVERSARY IN MAY. 

The friends of the abolition of Capital Punishment 
throughout the United States, are earnesrly requested 
to be represented at the meeting of the New-York 
State Society, to be held in this city on Monday, May 
the llth. Among the speakers expected to address 
this meeting, are Hon. Robert Rantoul, Vice-Presi- 
dent Dallas, Rev. John Pierpont, Horace Greeley, 
Rey. E. H. Chapin, Charles C. Burleigh, Rev. J. N. 
Maffit, Parke Godwin, J. L. O'Sullivan, Rev, W. H. 
‘Channing, and Prof. Patterson, of Philadelphia. 

W. T. McCOUN, Pres. 
~ Jos1an Hoprer, Sec. 

> (> Papers friendly, please copy. 

elves, and Whom it'may Concern. 

hus far, by dint of perseverance, and not a 
ile self-sacrifice, have we been enabled to keep 
our little bark afloat, and to steer her safely, now 
among the shallows of a becalmed “public senti- 
ment, and now amid the breakers of an aroused 
popular opinion, This has been done by the aid 
of a few sympathising and generous friends, who 
have imparted to us the encouraging word, ac- 
companied with the still more encouraging deed. 
For this we feel grateful, and return them many 
thanks in behalf of the unfortunate class for whose 
especial benefit our paper was established, as well 
as of ourselves. They have that reward in their 
own souls which ever accompanies noble deeds, 
and the consciousness of having DONE THEIR DUTY. 

But there is another class of persons on our sub- 
scription list, who, we fear, cannot participate to 
the fullest extent in the pleasurable emotions of 
those first alluded to, simply because they have 
done little or nothing to inspire them. The little 
they may have done has been ‘in word and in 
tongue’ only, and not in ‘deed and in truth. ’ 
The delinquency of many of these friends, we trust, 
is owing more to carelesness than intention, while 
few, if any, we are willing to believe, design to 
wrong us or the neglected class whose advocates 
we are, and who are confidently looking to an 
awakening public sentiment for that sympathy 
which has been withheld from them. But the ef- 
Ject of a want of punctuality on their part, in dis- 
charging their trifling pecuniary obligation to us, is 
the same in either case. 

We have several large bills to pay, and we 
must urge our subscribers to send in the amount 
due us, We have not lately received enough 
from our paper to meet even its current expenses, 
We last week sent out bills, hoping that our pat- 
rens would remember our wants, and pay our just 
dues. As we have now established our paper 
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permanently, we hope the friends of the cause 
will not hesitate to pay in advance. Our paperis 
only one dollar a year, without any advertise- 
ments to support it, and therefore depending en- 
tirely on subscriptions to sustain it. But, aside 
from the quid pro quo question, has not the pa- 
per a peculiar claim upon every lover of his race 
on account of the high object it has in view? 
Who would not give a dollar to save men’s lives? 
If the cause has no claims upon the humane, we 





urge no personal considerations. 





A Word to our Friends, 


ready to grect our patrons. We deem it fortunate 
to procure so central a location, We hardly ex- 
pected to come back again to the spot from whence 
we started. We shall soon make an addition to 
our business. Having a convenient room we shall 
keepbooks of various kinds, especially those on the 
philanthropic reforms of the day. And such are 
our arrangments with booksellers that we can pro- 
cure most of the books that are in the market. 
We shall have school books at a low rate, and sta- 
tionery. We have probably a more perfect list 
of publications on Capital Punishment than any 
other store in the country, having been gathering 
such works for years. If our friends feel disposed 
to encourage us, we shall be able to publish seve- 
ral works the various re- 
forms of the age. 


on prisons and 





Meeting for the Criminal «-Society Formed, 


On Thursday evening last, we had one of the 
most interesting meetings for the Criminal ever 
held in this city. The object was to form an As- 
sociation to aid Discharged Convicts. A Consti- 
tution was adopted, and the following officers 
chosen: 

President—W ater CHaNnnina. 

Vice-President—Lewis Dwicurt. 

Secretary—Cuarves Srear. 

Treasurer—J, A. ANnrew. 

General Agent—W. W. Wixson. 

Counsellors—Rosert F. Warucor, CHarues 
K. Wuirrie, Joun W. Browne. 


The meeting was very ably addressed by Rev. 
Louis Dwight, Secretary of the Prison’ Discipline 
Society, who gave several interesting facts, illus- 
trating them by instances which came under his 
own observation. He expressed a willingness to 
co-operate with us in this benevolent movement. 
We were rejoiced to meet with him to consult on 
this object, and we trust that the result will be a 
harmonious action in producing the good end, 
which is, to provide a home for the Discharged 
Convict. The meeting was also addressed by 
Dr. Channing, J. M, Spear, C. Spear, and others. 
A committee was appointed,—W. W. Wilson 
and J. W. Browne,—to wait on several friends 
in Boston to solicit their aid. The meeting ad- 
journed to meet again on Tuesday evening, May 
5, at Washingtonian Hall, 36 Washington-street. 
Further particulars next week. 





Organization in Lynn, 

Lynn, always first and foremost in every good 
work, is about organizing a society, in aid of the 
prisoner. Last Wednesday evening, a number df 
humane persons met in the vestry of the Silsbee 
street church, and after brief addresses by C. John- 
son, James Boyce, J. M. Spear, Rev. Mr. Sand- 
ford, J. B. Souther and others, a’ committee was 
appointed to prepare a constitution, and to nomi- 
nate a list of officers. It was a most interesting 
meeting. Another was held, we presume, on 
Monday evening, and we doubt not the organi- 
zation was completed. This is encouraging. 
We hope our friends in other towns will imitate 
the example of our good brothers in Lynn.—y. 
M, 8. 





PunisuMent or Deatu. It is ascertained that 
those countries where the population are general- 
ly characterized by a readiness to resort to violence, 
are the very countries where the example of cap- 
ital punishment is most frequently set forth. Thus 
in Spain, ‘ that wretched land where assassinations 
abound in the streets, on the high roads, in the cot- 
tages, and in the palace itself,’ there were from 
1832 to 1837, yearly executions in the proportion 
of one to everyi22,000 inhabitants. The propor- 
tion in Sweden being one in 172,000; in Ireland, 
one in 200,000 ; in England, one in 250,000 ; in 
Baden, one in 400,000; in France, one in 470,000; 
in Norway, one in 750,000 ; in Austria, one in 
840,000 ; in Prussia, one in 1,750,000 ; in Bavaria, 
one in 2,000,000 ; and in Belgium, since 1830, not 





| one. [Popular Record. 
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| prevent, not how shall we punish crime. 
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Shaw’s Narrative. 

In another column our readers will find a Nar- 
rative of the sufferings of Joseph L. Shaw, while 
in the New-Hampshire State Prison. The fol- 
lowing particulars in relation to his present con- 
dition were prepared for the Prisoner’s Friend 
by a clergyman who deeply sympathises with suf- 
fering humanity: 

Kertne, N. H., March 12, 1846. 
Messrs. Epirors: 


In the last number of your paper, I see you call 
on Rev. Mr. Lake of East Kingston for informa- 


. .,, >| tion in regard toa Mr. Shaw, who has been in 
Here we are again, at our old stand, 49 Cornhill, 


prison, I believe Mr. S. is now temporarily in 
E. K., but this is his native town; at least he has 
lived here, for the most part, except when in State 
prison, since childhood, ‘The act for which Mr. 
Shaw was sent to prison was for breaking into a 
jeweller’s shop in this village. I am not able to 
say how long he was in prison. I think he was 
pardoned after he lost his feet. Both feet and 
some portion of his legs, say half way to the knee, 
have been cut off, so that he walks with crutches, 
and is very short, of course. 

He was frozen while lodged in the cold, dark, 
dreary, solitary cell, where he had been placed, I 
believe, in cons:quence of a false charge (as it 
afterwards proved to be) by a brother convict. 
The old prison at Coneord,—they have a new one 
now,—was a miserable, cold, inconvenient affair 
enough, I assure you—just in keeping with some 
of the laws and customs of past ages; and, I re- 
gret to say, in keeping with some that disgrace our 
age. 

Mr. Shaw was a very great sufferer; but he is 
Religion has done a good work 
He is industrious, temperate, honest, 


a changed man. 
for him. 
and esteemed among his associates; but it was the 
grace and mercy of God that wrought this glad- 
dening change, not the dreary cells of a prison- 
house. But thanks to Ged, better days are com- 
ing; and among the signs of promise, none stand 
out more conspicuously, than the struggles of those 
who are endeavoring to sustain the gallows and 
all the fearful enginery of neTaLiaTion and 
DEATH. 

Let the spirit of the gospel be in the hearts of 
our law-makers and‘ rulers, and they will. have 
but two objects then in punishment, or in arrest- 
ing the poor, unfortunate criminal; the first will 
be to secure the community; the second, to reform 
and save the criminal. And, in attending to this 
last named duty, wisdom would suggest the pro- 
priety of ascertaining, in the first place, whether 
the law, and the penalty annexed, are such as to 
tend to reform and save theoffender, It is a very 
easy matter to punish men, to invent means of 
torture and death, but itis a more noble work to 
bless the cast but and forgotten. Let it be the 
aim of those directly interested, How shall we 
Your 
spirited paper is doing a good work. Go on, 
brethreu, Ged will bless you, for you are labor- 
ing for God’s poor, and the safety and happiness 
of the world. I am confident of this one thing, 
that if we wish to lessen crime, we must not only 
lessen the inducements for men to commit crime, 
but we must labor to bring them into good society, 
and under such influences as will develope and 
discipline the higher nature. The feebler the 
sense of right, and the weaker the disposition to 
do it, the greater the need of care and wholesome 
restraints. 


Yours, truly, 
H. JEWELL. 





Massachusetts State Prison. 

We rejoice to learn there is a yery deep relig- 
ious influence now fianifest in our prison. The 
Rev. Mr. Philleo, a Baptist clergyman, has lately 
been there several times, and by the kindness of 
the Warden and Chaplain has been permitted to 
talk freely with the prisoners about their spiritual 
interests. Last Monday night week Mr. Philleo 
addressed the convicts, and in order to inake a 
deeper impression upon their minds, he intoduced 
the following resolution: 


We, the inmates of the Mass. State Prison, do hereby 
solemnly promise, in the neme of God, and by his help, to 
abstain from the use of all intoxicating drinks to the end 


of life. 
Charlestown, Mass., April 27, 1846. 


This resolution met with a hearty response 
from nearly every prisoner. Such a resolution, 
we think, must have a very happy influence upon 
the future condct of the inmates. It is just what 
was wanted. When our brethren in prison learn 
that there is a sympathy abroad for them, they 





will begin to feel the importance of commencing 


a new life. 
great good. 


We think our friend Philleo is doing 
We trust such efforts will be made 
in all our penetentiaries, Within a few years 2 
great work has been done for the criminal in our 
prison. Under the management of such a friend 
of humanity as our friend Robinson, great things 
may be expected. If we had such men for officers 
in all our prisons, they would soon become Asy- 
lums for the Convict.—c. s. 


On hearing the above article read, I wish to ap- 
pend a word or two. I would state, that nothing 
like a religious revival is in progress in the prison. 
This much I can say truly, that an interesting state 
of feeling exists among the convicts. I have 
preached to them three sabbaths in succession, 
and have made frequent calls on workiug days for 
free religious conversation. 1 think impressions 
deep and lasting have been made upon the minds 
of many. I cannot speak too highly of the kind, 
christian, humane spirit and conduct of the Ward- 
‘en, and courteous demeanor of the Chaplain, and 
other officers. ‘The season on Monday evening, 
above alluded to, was to me one of deep interest. 
CALVIN PHILLEO. 


Unchristian Treatment of Criminals, 


Branded with odium—avoided like an infection, 
excluded from all useful employment, instead of 
being taken by the hand with encouragement in 
his penitence, what wonder that the ex-prisonei 
finally falls back hopelessly upon his former sins— 
perhaps upon the stone floor of his former cell! It 
is owing to society, I say, the conventional preju- 
dices of society, that he is so driven back, The in- 
dividuals that give society its tone, have something 
to answer for in their rigid treatment towards the 
returning prodigal. ‘The aetion of the community, 
touching the reformation of the individual, is, too 
often, nugatory and repellant. Hence, the miseries 
of pauperis are riveted upon the community, and 
the individual sufferer with a ten fold power. Hence 
the deep sense of wrong which is cut so sharply 
into the heart of the poor man, when he sees there 
is no evenness of justice in his case, compared with 
that of others, and that the rich man does not meet 
with the same retribution of popular edium when 
he embezzles or defaleates. Hence the aggrava- 
tion of this tendency to cheat among all classes, as 
the pauper finds he must, after all, and wring out of 
society the support which it only begrudges or with- 
holds. How painful, now, the contrast we some- 
times witness between the social position or treat- 
ment of a rich swindler anda poor thief! The 
wealthy villain, who moves by more than suffer- 
ance in ‘the first society,’ so called, the man who 





has robbed the bank, or forged a note for some 
thousands of dollars, in the process of his com- 
mercial transactions, is sheltered and protected ct 
once beneath the broad wings and peacocl#fenthers 
of his rich relatives. The whole affair is soon 
hushed up, and goes on as usual, ‘on ’change,’ with 
his head up, and with no perceptible abatement in 
his style of living—while a poor wretch from the 
purlieus of Broad-street, who-has stolen a crust out 
of that man’s kitchen, is hunted to the death, and 
feels the hot iron of excommunication burnt awfully 
into his very bones! Now,!am not saying that 
we ought to shelter the frauds of a pauper any 
more than of a prince, from the retributive conse- 
quences that must ever storm down, sooner or later, 
upon the heads and hearts of the dishonest every- 
where ; ‘but, I say, for mercy’s sake, as we make 
the equity of Christ our rule, let us be just in our 
visitations and verdicts on each class. Let us hold 
the scale of our judgments evenly and fairly ; and 
if, because a poor man has deceived us, we tear off 
his remnant of rags, and send him shivering and 
naked and excommunicated through society, a mark 
for the finger of scorn to point at, let us also cleave 
asunder the glittering shield of social favor, behind 
which an opulent knave has sought his protection, 
and tear away, no less boldly, those entrenchments, 
beneath which his vice finds but too ready an abso- 
lution, We are not sparing, it seems, in our de- 
nunciation of a pauper’s deceptions. It were well 
if we visited some of it upon the wealthier default- 
ers, who encroach on the treasures of the bank, or 
play tricks upon their creditors, and games of 
chance for self at the broker’s board. What won- 
der that the poor seek apologies for their imposture 
and devices in the all but consecrated practices of 
commercial life! Living among those whose idol 
deity seems to be property, wealth, station, they 
look invidiously on those who possess it, and seek 
to clutch, sometimes per force, the means of 2 
simila: distinction. In the want of money, they are 
made to feel their hopeless exclusion from all the 
privileges which money alone can command, and 
the sole cause of their seeming degradation. They 
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PRISONER’S FRIEND. 











see that respectability, influence, power, attaches to 
the possession of property. They see, also, that 
want of influence, weight and favor, is the conse- 
quence of its absence.. In short, every thing in our 
modes of life and our social institutions, seems to 
force upon them the disagreeable conviction, that 
by these conventional theories, they are outlawed 
and aggrieved.—Sargent’s Address on Pauperism. 





DisGRACEFUL TREATMENT OF PRISONERS BE- 
rore Examination anp ‘T’rrar.—We spoke yes- 
terday of the gross injustice of the law, that, in 
certain cases, provides for the detention of witnes- 
ses in the common jail, the better to secure their 
evidence when the trial comes on, which their tes- 
timony, it is supposed, willaffect. And now there 
is another wrong in the administration of justice, 
n this city, of which we must complain. Anybody, 
;n the habit of passing through Green and Court 
— about nine o’clock in the morning, may have 
frequently observed two or three constables escort- 
ing a number of prisoners, HANDCUFFED together 
in pairs, and followed by a parcel of admiring 
boys. The inference of the benevolent and-unac- 
customed spectator of this revolting exhibition, 
would naturally be, that, despite the decent ap- 
pearance of some of the prisoners, they were con- 
victed criminals, guilty perhaps of the most hein- 
ous offences ; but what is the fact? Why this: 
these men, in irons, were arrested the night before 
in various places, and under different circumstan- 
ces. One, perhaps, happening to be running in 
another direction from a fire, was taken as the 
supposed incendiary ; a second, possibly, was so 
unlucky as to be the spectator of a row, and was 
lugged off as a participant, by the watchmen, who 
generally take those least likely to do them harm ; 
a third, it is quite probable, humming a tune, on 
his way home from a party, was interrupted by the 
watch with asurly order to stop his noise, which 
was followed by angry words, and his transfer to 
the lock-up. 


Some, perhaps, are unmitigated offenders, and 


drunkards, accustomed and callous to exposure of 


this sort, but whether innocent, or guilty, they are 
ironed, without discrimination of either persons or 
circumstances—an innnocent man, who never e- 

tered a court room in his life, it may be, sharing 
the same handcuff with a bloated mass of intem- 
peranc. And in suchcompany, confined in a dark, 
coli, damp, and dirty, subterranean dungeon, in 
Leverett street, the guiltless (or, if guilty, with- 
out reference to the degree of his offence,) has 
been forced to pass the night. If he was arrested 
on Saturday night, then bas the unfortunate man 
heen incarcerated in this detestable place (too vile 
for the den of a wild beast) a whole day, and two 
What compensation is it to him, 
Police Court, 


nothing appearing against him, (supposing that the 


long nights! 
that when he is brought before the 


officer who arrested him does not swear fualsely,) 
he is discharged from his ignominious captivity? 

It is a shameful outrage upon decency and jus- 
tice, that any person should be treated in this man- 
ner‘before any offence is proved against him, and 
in the name of humanity we demand a reparation 
of the wrong. 

Discrimination, if not benevolence, should be 
used in selecting the place of detention for prison- 
ers before trial, and they should be conveyed to 
the court-house in a manner which shall not ex- 
pose them to disgrace, before it is decided that 
disgrace is merited.— Boston Daily Bee. 





Execution by the Guillotine, 

The Parisian correspondent of the Newark 
Daily Advertiser describes the execution of a 
man which he lately witnessed, and the instru- 
ment by which it was performed, as follows:— 


On a platform erected four or five feet above 
the ground, supported by legs and surrounded by 
a railing, was a frame work rising to the height of 
between eight and ten feet. "Those who have wit- 
nessed the operation of a spile-driver will conceive 
a very good idea ofits action and appearance.— 
The Whole was painted red. The cutting instru- 
ment resembled a yankee hay-cutter, except that 
it was much larger. One corner being placed low- 
er down than the other, facilitated its operation. 
The axe or nife was fixed into a heavy block of 
metal, and drawn up nearly to the top of the 
frame. There it remained dull and sullen, like 
revenge, awaiting its opportunity. Two compa- 
nies of mounted municipal guards and one of foot, 
with some twenty ‘Seargeants de ville,’ kept the 
square open till eight o’clock, the fixed hour. In 
the mean time the crowd augmented, and the num- 
ber of women began to be quite numerous. One 
old woman was pedling about a biography of the 
victim, and another endeavoring to let her stands 


and chairs, both screaming their merchandise at 
the top of their voices. 

At eight o’clock precisely came the guard of cay- 
alry, at a fast trot, surrounding the covered cart, 
which contained the prisoner and a priest. The 
vehicle was backed up to the scaffold, the door 
behind was opened, the priest descended, and af- 
ter him the criminal. The latter mounted the 
scaffold. accompanied by two officers, with a firm 
step. He wasclothed in his usual dress, a blouse 
of blue cloth, but without a hat. The hair was 
cut short, that it might form no impediment to his 
speedy exit from the world. The officers quickly 
drew the blouse over his head, and he stood ex 
posed with naked shoulders. He then began to 
scream with the intention of making himself heard 
by the crowd, as I thought, but like many unac- 
customed orators, ignorant how to use his voice. 
It might have been an ebullition of either anger or 
fear. In France the liberty of speech is not per- 
mitted, and he was interrupted by the officers ben- 
ding his neck and placing his head in the groove 
destined to receive it. ‘The collar which was in- 
tended to check the least movement, was adjusted, 
and like the weight in the spile-driver on our 
wharves—the axe was drawn up to the top by the 
officers. It was instantly disengaged, and drop- 
ped, the head, dissevered completely, fell into a 
basket, and this officer’s duty being finished, he 
descended. ‘T'wo minutes did not elapse from the 
time he arrived, till his head was detatched from 
his body. Without the smallest loss of time it 
was tumbled into a vehicle similar to a hay-cart, 
his body tipped in after it, a small guard escorted 
it beyond the barrier, and in five minutes from the 
entrance of the prisoner he was borne away, and 
the place left nearly vacant. ‘The body was con- 
veyed away for interment without the city for 
some hour or two, to be dug up again, and carried 
to the dissecting room for anatomical purposes. 


Execution, 


The beauties of our Criminal Code were yester- 
day illustrated by the execution of the slave Pau- 
line. ‘The prisoner conducted herself with the 
usual indifference—and the mob of ten thousand 
who assembled to witness the scene, departed from 
the ground with the usual moral purification con- 
sequent upon the great lesson which had been 
taught them. Men, women and children—mu- 
lattoes, free negroes and slaves—were there, and 
from the rude jokes that were interchanged, and 
the loud laughter and happy looks of most of them, 
we are led to doubt whether any theatre or cir- 
cus could have afforded a more agreeable enter- 
Of the pockets picked and the quantity 
of whiskey consumed, we cannot at present speak, 
not having full information on these ordinary but 
important occurrences, but we presume that many 
circumstances tending to throw light on the matter 


tainment. 


will soon be elicited by our criminal tribunals. 
Some persons pretending to nore sense than 
their neighbors, have had the hardihood to inveigh, 
in no gentle terms, against what they call this dis- 
play of barbarism, and talk seriously of making 


,an effort to persuade the Legislature to adopt 


measures to prevent its repetition. We cannot 
believe that they will succeed. One Edward 
Livingston, and some others, attempted the same 
thing some years ago, but they were most 
signaliy defeated. The amusement of an execu- 
tion, and the great moral preaching of the gallows, 
were too justly appreciated by our rulers, to give 
them any chance of success ; and it would be too 
much to expect that our modern lawgivers have 
so far degenerated from the stern virtues of their 
predecessors as to grant what they refused.— New 
Orleans Delia. 


Sale ofa Negro Convict. 

The N. O. Delta, of the 15th, states that the 
sale of John Gross, who was recently condemned 
by Judge Canonge to be sold according to law, 
(having been formerly convicted of murder in Bal- 
timore, and banished by the laws of Maryland 
from that State) took place at the St. Louis Ex- 
change, on the 14th. He was sold by Sheriff Lew- 
is, and brought $625, cash. He was bought by 
the person who owned him at the time of his con- 
viction at Baltimore, and who, we learn, intends 
to ship him back again. 





AnTi-SLtavery Convenrion. 
The twelfth New-England Anti-slavery Convention will 
be held in Boston on Tuesday, the 26th of May. This 
is always a highly interesting gathering, and this year it 
is expected to be peculiarly so. 


New-ENGLAND 





ANNUAL MEETING oF THE AMERICAN ANTI- 
Stavery Society. The Twelfth Annual Meeting of 
this Society will convene in New-York on Tuesday, the 
12th instant. 


Anniversary Week. 

We again remind our friends that it is our in- 
tention to have a large meeting during the Anni- 
versarv week in May. The place is not yet fixed 
ov, nor the precise day, but probably it will be on 
the Friday of that week. We hope to see a fuil 
attendance, that a new impulse may be given to 
the cause. 





Editors’? Table, 


Even, orn ForGive ann Forcer. ByS chool- 
craft Jones .Abel Tompkins 38, Cornhill, Boston. 
—We are glad that the enterprising pvublish- 
er has sent out this valuable work. Its very title 
is calculated to awaken the most pleasent emo- 
tions. What a blessed state would the world be 
in if men would ‘ forgive and forget’?! Peace and 
harmony would at once be restored to every na- 
tion, village, hamlet and family on earth. Let the 
reader read this beautiful story, and learn the sim- 
ple way of carrying out the excellent precept taught 
by the title. How much more preferable are ail 
such works than those romances and novels that 
now flood our country, corrupting our youth, | 
and demoralizing the whole community. We 
verily believe that one great cause of crime at the 
present day may be fouud in the light reading that 
is now daily pouring forth from the press. Wee 
should rejoice to see the community turned from 
it to such works as ‘ Ellen, or Forgive and For- 
get.’ 





Tre Journar oF Heattu ann Montury Mis- 
CELLANY, edited by W. M. Cornell, M D., Vol. 1! 
No. 1. Boston. 
monthly ; one that should be in every family. 
work has reached its fourth number. We trust 
the Editor will be amply remunerated for his la- 
bors. Such works should be encouraged. We 
shall be glad to notice this monthly more fully 


$1 a year.—This is a valuable 
The 


hereafter. 





Consumption Preventen .By W M. Connell, 
M. D.—We are glad to see any work of this kind 
Our author has present- 
facts on the subject. The 
James French, Washington 


given to the public. 
ed many interesting 

work is for sale by 

st. 





France. France possesses 3 9242 hospitals, asy- 
lums and charitable institutions, dispensing annu- 
ally 115,441,282 franes. In the number are inclu- 
ded 46 monts de piete, or pawnbroking establish- 
ments, the profits of such institutions in this coun- 
try being destined for charitable purposes. ‘The 
hospitals, &c. are not maintained by the voluntary 
donations and contributions of the charitable, as 
in the United States and Great Britain, but by the 
assistanee of the government, votes of municipal 
corporations, and councils of departments, taxes 
on the receipts of theatres and public amusements, 
&e. &e,. 


A Dver Thie t trial of M. 
mond de Beauvallon, one of the editors of the 
Globe, for killing M. Dujarrier, 
editor of the Presse in a duel, more than a year 
It excited 
he was acquitted on 


IN FRANCE. Rose- 


the responsible 


ago, has just taken place at Rouen. 
the most intense interest ; 
the criminal prosecution, but the civil trial termi- 
nated in a verdict that M. de Beauvallon should 
pay 20,000 frances to the widow and next of kin of 


the man he killed, and pay the cost of suit. 


Capital Punishment not a Law of God. 
4 


God, why did he not require its fulfilment in the 
case of Cain? Surely, if‘ alife for a life’ was to 
be a law of God affecting all ages, and remaining 
for ever immutable, He would have given an early 
illustration of it, particularly in such an awful spe- 
cies of murder as that of fratricide. The practice | 
or providence of God (and we speak it with 
the deepest reverence) can never be inconsistent 
with the law of God.— Dover Chromele. 


A Birrer Tevve. —We lbvel the poor to the 
dust by our general policy, and take infinite credit 
to ourselves for raising them up again with the 
grace of charity.— Fonblanque. 





it is said that the Hartford and New-Haven Rail-road 
Company intend to build two steamboats to connect their 
cars with New-York. Much competition in travel may 
be expected the coming season. 


Steamboat fare from New-York to Albany is reduced 
to fifty cents. 


The Traveller says, the new hotel which is to be erect- 
ed on the corner of Bowdoin square and Bulfinch-street, 
is already engaged at the comfortable yearly rent of 
$12,000. 
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If capital punishment be an immutable law of | 
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| There/were bronght into the port of New-Bedfor4 
during the year ending April Ist, 1835, 8,254,480 gal- 
lons cf whale oil, 4,397,111 gallons of sperm oil, and 
11,582,445 Ibs. of whalebone, the total value of all 
| which was $7,723,018. ‘The amount of capital invest- 
ed to produce this income is $6,231,900. 
New Bedford is a wealthy place. 


No wonder 


| Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen has been unanimously 

| elected President of the American Bible Society. 

There were wrecked and otherwise lost on the Ohio 
| and Mississippi rivers, during the last year, 25 steam- 

boats, 98 coal boats, and 57 flat boats. The amount of 
property lost in these beats must have been enormous. 
The cargo of a single fMlat-boat is frequently worth 
| $20,000, 








| DONATIONS FOR OUR OFFICE, 


| Friend, Newburyport, $2 00 
| A, Stamwood, 0 50 
iH. Chapman, Boston, (pledge redeemed ) 10 00 
| Wendell Phillips, * 10 00 
{Samuel Barrett, Concord, 0 50 
| Friend, 0 25 





BOOK AND JOB PRINTING. 
We would inform 
mk ule arrangements for the execution of Book and 


our friends, that we have 


Job Printing, and that any orders they may feel 


‘disposed to extend to us in that line will be 


| promptly met. 


| 





EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 

A man wishes employment i ina private family, or a 
or as a heir-dresser. He has sis wne ad the 
| temperance ple dge , und is determmed to do well. He 
lisa smart man, and is about 30 years of age. He is 
| willing to make himself useful in any honest way. 

| Also, a prisoner, who has just been discharged, would 
| be glad of e smployme nt. He has signed the pledge, and 
appears well disposed. He says he would be willing to 
| do either of the following things :—1l. To serve in a 
| fan ily. . To attend ina hospital, 3. To be a steers- 
man ina fe ‘rry boat. He is about 37 years of age. We 
| trust the humane will find a place for this frie nd. Let 
jus hear immediately 

A man who is well qualified to keep a grocery store, 

ior a boot and shoe store, wishes to be employed, He 
lis about 30 years of age. He has been the agent of 
| others who have been much worse than himself. He 
iwill doubtless do well. 


| boarding-house, 





; May 6. 
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froe HE CD DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS SANCe 

| 7 TARY > FROM TIRAVEN DID THE LORD BBHOLD THE EARTH, TO 
SE THAT 
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DEATH! 


UNDER SENTENCE 





VIRGINIA! Henver Hiv, L, for the murder of 
| Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited till 7th of 
IF ebruary, 1847, 

ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 

paenee-ie-lows tine of execution unknown, 

NEW-YORK! Titnert, for the murder of 

John Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution 
not known. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. 
Grass, for the murder of his wife. 
ecution not known. 

James M’Carrerty, for the murder of David 
| Hassler. ‘Time of execution, 8th of May. 
| NEW-HAMPSHIRE! Anprerw Howarpn, 
| for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19, 1843. 

Time of execution, July 8, 1846. 
| CONNECTICUT! Awnnrew P. Porter, for 
‘the murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. 
To be hung July 3, 1846. 

MARYLAND! Ww». 
engaging in an insurrection ; 
unknown, 

UNITED STATES! 


confined in the ‘Tombs, N 


Parker, of Serub 
Time of ex- 


| 


Wueerer, a slave, for 
time of execution 


Bane, the pirate ; now 
Y. City. The time 


of execution is fixed by the Pr esident on the first 


Friday of June, 1846. 

VERMONT! Exrcexe Currrorp, 
murder of his wife and child ; 
not fixed. 

LOUISIANA! Samvern Kennepy, for the 
murder of Benjamin W, Wait, in New-Orleans ; 
time of execution not appointed, 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas Torn, for murder; now 
confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of 


for the 
time of execution 








execution not fixed. 


ILLINOIS! Atonzo Penninerton, for the 
murder of Simon Davis. Time of execution not 


fixed 
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POETRY. 


THE HUTCHINSON FAMILY. 

The Hutchinsons will probably return to their 
native country in June. We doubt not that they 
have exerted a good moral influence during their 
tour, and we hope they have benefitted themselves 
pecuniarily. A London correspondent of the 
Boston Atlas says, ‘ The Hutchinson Family are 
about to give their last London concert this even- 
ing (April 3d) at the Hanover Square Rooms. 
They have been honored by a poetical address 
from Mary Howitt, which, I doubt not, will be 
read with great interest in your country. [ sub- 
join a copy of it. 

TO THE HUTCHINSON FAMILY. 
BY MARY HOWITT. 








Band of young apostles, 
Teaching Jove and truth, 

Ye are come before us, 
In your glorious youth; 

Like a choir of angels, 
Missioned from above, 

To make our souls acknowledge 
How beautiful is love! 

Taint of earth I see not 
In your clear eyes shine, 

You to me resemble 
Natures all divine; 

Pure, seraphic creatures, 
From some higher sphere, 

Who, but for love and pity, 
Never had been eere, 

Who, but for human fellowship, had never shed a tear! 


Band of young apostles! ; 
Such to me ye seem, 
As I list your singing, 
In a rapturous dream ; 
Now, with choral voices, 
Like to birds in May, 
Warbling in tumultuous joy 
That winter is away! 
Now, like angels weeping 
O’er a sinner’s bier, 
With their white wings folded, 
And low voices clear; 
Mourning for the sorrow, 
Which sin has brought on earth; 
Mourning that of pity, 
Man has made such dearth; 
‘Teaching to a callous world what a soul is worth! 


Band of young apostles, 
Teaching love and truth, 
Onward go, high-missioned, 
In your glorious youth! 
Onward go, God’s blessing 
On your path alight. 
Still lift your kindred voices, 
As prophets of the right! 
Onward go, undaunted, 
Heralds of that day, 
wis all mankind are brothers, 
And war has ceased to slay! 
_iNees seen and loved you! 
We have pressed your hand; 
We have blessed you, and we bless 
‘ Tn you, your native land! 
Forewell |! God’s ange! guide you, ye young and, noble 
band! ’ 





LINES BY A BLIND GIRL, 


The following poetic effusion was written by 
one before whose outward vision nature has hung 
the dark pall of an eternal night. It shows a 
depth of feeling and sentiment that would put to 
the blush many of our would-be poets who inflict 
their nonsensical effusions on the public. It was 
written at the Blind Institution at New-York, af- 
ter school hours one afternoon, and addressed to 
Gzorce Vaynernorr, Esq., after a lecture deli- 
vered by him before the Blind :— 


Oh ! let our lips be mute, and yet the gush 

Of soul-felt gratitude must utterance find, 

Or would its trembling strings asunder burst. 
There is a chord which to the heart belongs, 
That like a harp struck by a skilful hand, 

Will vibrate, and in loftiest numbers pour, 

las strains impassioned on the listening ear, 

And thou, dearest Sir, that sacred chord hast swept j 
Thy eloquence, like an enchanter’s spell, 

Thy auditors entrance. Oh! wondrous power ! 
Breathless they listen, all absorbed in thee, 

Thy strains, pathetic now, and now sublime, 
Waking the gentler feelings of the heart— 

Then on imagination’s golden wing, 

Soars the unfettered thought with daring flight 
To regions far remote, where planets roll. 
Delicious dream! why must the charm be broke ? 
Why cease each pulse with exstacy to thrill ? 

Yet cease. Ah! no;—the memory of this hour 
Shall fling a halo o’er our coming years. 





PRISONER’S FRIEND. 








Thine is a bright career of usefulness, 

Such may it ever prove, our earnest wish: 
And when at last our glorious sun shall set, 
And thou the tenant of the silent grave, 

May Pity’s hallowed tear that spot bedew, 

A tribute tender of a name revered. 

This thy first visit to our happy home, 

We fondly hope it will not be the last, 

Come when we ’re at our daily task employed, 
And not less happy than thou see’st us now, 





We'll bid thee weleome, who so much hast done 
To make this evening sweetly pass away. 
F. J. Crossy. 





MISCELLANY. 


Ways of Doing Good. 


A late London Inquirer, a highly valuable Uni- 
tarian publication, has a report of an excellent ad- 
dress by Mr Joseph Barker, at a tea-party in Bir- 
mingham. Mr. Barker presented some very im- 
portant suggestions, which we desire to lay before 
the readers of the Prisoner’s Friend, not doubting 
that they will carefully consider them :— 





‘Fach has it in his power to do something for 
the service of his fellow-creatures, however con- 
fined his sphere of action may be, and I now wish 
to point out a few of the ways in which good may 
First of all, a man should be particu- 
larly careful that he does no harm to his fellow- 
creatures, he should choose some business that is 
at least innocent, that neither sacrifices their health 
nor their morals ; and, if possible, one that would 
enable him, when he entered on his business in the 
morning, and rested from his labors at night, to 
say, I am going to do, or have done something 
that will add to the comfort or convenience of 
mankind, as well as provide for myself and family. 
Man’s business is to serve God and.do good for 
his fellow-men ; all other work should be made 
subservient to this—his business is to: perfect his 
own character, by endeavoring to perfect the char- 
acters of others. We must first endeavor to make 
men think, by pointing out to them the plain truths 
of Christianity in their most pure, lovely, and lofty 
form ; they will be eager to hear every. word— 
give them a little knowledge, and they will desire 
more, for they are anxious to escape from the de- 
basing thraldom of ignorance. 1 was born among 
the working class, | am one of them still, and I 
know their thoughts, feelings and tendencies— 
knowledge they will have! One of my fellow- 
preachers, some time ago, complained that the 
people would not read. He had printed a book, 
and only fifty numbers were sold ; but why was 
it? Because his book was dull and uninteresting. 
I told him I would make readers ; and the first 
thing I published, a thousand copies of it were 
sold. Give them cheap and good books, and the 
working classes will soon become readers: they 
take the books to the factories, and during dinner 
hour, those who are the most educated read aloud 
to the others ; and every now and then, a discus- 
sion arises on the subject of the pamphlet. Thus 
factories and workshops become colleges ; and 
before the week is out, perhaps the pamphlet has 
been read to a hundred people. Dr, Channing I 
find to be the favorite author. I published 5,000 
copies of his complete works at Is. a volume—the 
first volume is all sold, and 4,000 copies of the sec- 
ond. ‘The weavers and spinners of the West Ri- 
ding of Yorkshire read Channing with delight, and 
appreciate the beauty of his writings, and consid- 
er them as precious as you do, A young man 
came to mie the other day, and said he would take 
fifty copies of his works, if I could let him have 
them a little cheaper. I said take them for a 6d. 
a volume, and he carried away as many as he 
could then, and came again for the remainder. 


Be not afraid of educeting the workjng-classes. 
It is sometimes said they will be too fine to work 
in the coal-pits and mineg ; but I know not that the. 
little information I possess would unfit me for it, 
and I should have no objection to work in a coal- 
pit, if, by so doing, I could most benefit my fellow- 
men, Besides, if knowledge were general, the 
improvement and inventions in all. digagreeable 


be done. 


needful hours of labor would be materially short- 
ened, so that a man might apply a considerable por- 
tion of the day in reading, or instructing and com- 
forting others. 


dangerous thing ;’ but it.is the mass of ignorance 
with which it is connected that is dangerous. A 
little knowledge is good as far as itgoes ; but men. 
will not long be contented with a little, they will 
make that Jitde more. And while 3 would wish 
every, man to have sufficient food for the body, 


‘ 





trades would lessen their inconveniences, and the 


It is said, ‘a little knowledge is a 


«| 


the nourishment for the mind should not be over- 
looked. As I would have a pantry in every house, 
I would also have a library. While the body is 
pampered, why should the soul be starved? I 
would have a cupboard filled with all the best 
works of general literature, biography, history, 
travels, poetry, theology and science. I would 
have all these brought within the means of every 
man. There are few who cannot give 8d. for 300 
pages of such a work as Channing’s. It is only 
four glasses of ale, given up for one week, for the 
first volume,—and three cigars, or twenty pipes of 
tobacco for the second ; and he can go without his 


_ | ale and cigars two weeks longer, to provide a copy 


to lend, 
* * * > * ¥ 

But we must not be satisfied with enlightening 
those around us ; we must carry our views beyond 
our own neighborhood and country, I would 
wish to see and talk to every human being, and 
visit every spot in the world where human beings 
are to be found. And I would wish to give to ev- 
ery. one the knowledge I myself possess: for if I 
were the only unenlightened man in the world, I 
should think it hard for every one to pass me by, 
and leave me in my ignorance. If we only enlight- 
en one spot, the surrounding darkness will rush in. 
It is of no use educating England, and leaving Ire- 
land in the dark ; for Irish ignorance would come, 
like a great extinguisher, to put out the light we 
had kindled here. Some talk much of the danger 
of a war with France, others are afraid of that 
great bear Russia ; but let us not wait till the 
monster comes to us,—let us meet him, and, by 
the power of love and knowledge, tame him, till 
the rough bear becomes a jamb, and the lion a 
kid. But you say you do not see your way to do 
much good, Neither do I see my way clear all 
the way home ; but I see a little way, and when I 
have gone so far, I shall see further, and I shall 
thus reach home in time. In like manner do you 
perform the first good deed that presents itself ; 
and when you have done that God will provide 
you with other work.’ 





The Law of Kindness. 


The existence of the love of kindness in the soul, 
is nobly exhibited in an Arab tale, the substance 
of which I obtained from De Lamartine’s transla- 
tion of ‘A Residence among the Arabs of the 
Great Desert.’ In the tribe of Nedgde, there was 
a mare of great reputation for beauty and swift- 
ness, which a member of another tribe, named 
Daher, vehemently desired to possess. Having 
failed to obtain her by offering all he was worth, 
he proceeded to effect his object by stratagem. 
He disguised himself like a lame beggar, and wait- 
ed by the side of a road, knowing that Nabee, the 
owner of the mare, would soon pass. As soonas 
Nabee appeared, Daher cried, in a feeble voice, 
‘I am a poor stranger ; for three days I have been 
unable to stir from this to get food ; help me, and 
God will reward you.’ Nabee offered to carry 
him home ; but Daher said, ‘ I am not able to rise; 
I have not Wirength. * Nabee then generously dis- 
mounted, brought his mare near, and helped the 
beggar to mount her. ‘The moment he was moun- 
ted, Daher touched her with his heel and started, 
saying, ‘It is I, Daher, who have got her, and am 
carrying her off.’ Nabee called on him to stop, 
which Daher did. Nabee then said, “Thou hast 
my mare ; since it pleases God, I wish thee success; 
but I conjure thee, tell no one how thou hast ob- 
tained her.» ‘Why. not?? said Daher. ‘ Because 
some one really ill might remain without aid ; you 
would be the cause why no one would perform an 
act of charity more, from the fear of being duped 
as I have been.’ This discriminating kindness 
subdued Daher—he immediately dismounted and 
returned the mare to Nabee, and when they parted, 
they, parted sworn friends, This tale shows forth 
the power of kindness in a beautiful manner—and 
the delight, with which the Arabs, heard. it told, 
demonstrates that tyey can appreciate true. gen- 
erpaity, 

These, facts prove the existence of good in. man, 
and that it never is fully destroyed in the soul; and 
the, great Master of. life, who, knows , all. hearts, 
when, he. directed the, Messiah to say, ‘loye your 
enemies ;—knew the existence, of that, good ; that 
itwas a diamond hidden beneath revengeful feel- 
ings; a spring beneath the surface of the earth; and 
that it only wanted the burnisher of truth to, make 


olence to cause the spcing-water of loye to gush 
in its fulness from the ~haaes. 





he -dipostolie lnjunetion. — Be kindly affectioned 
one toward another, in honor preferring one a-|/ 
nother. taken! axSf 








Striking Anecdote. 

In a seaport town on the west coast of England, 
some years ago, there was notice given of a ser- 
mon to be preached on Sunday evening. The 
preacher was a man of great frame, and that cir- 
cumstance, together with the pious object of the 
discourse—to enforce the duty of strict observance 
of the Sabbath—attracted an overflowing audience. 
After the usual prayer and hymn, the preacher 
next gave out tha text, and was about to proceed 
with his sermon, when he suddenly paused, lean- 
ed his head on his pulpit, and remained silent for 
a few moments. It was imagined that he had be- 
come indisposed ; but he soon reeovered himself 
and addressing the congregation, said, that before 
entering upon his discourse, he begged tonarrate 
to them a short anecdote. 

‘It is now exactly fifteen years,’ said he, ‘since | 
was last within this place of worship ; and the oc- 
casion was, as many here may probably remember, 
the very same as that which has now brought us 
together. Among those who came hither that eve- 
ning were three dissolute young men who came 
not only with the intent of insulting and mocking 
the venerable pastor, but even with stones in their 
pockets to throw at him as he stood in this pulpit. 
Accordingly they had not listened long to the dis- 
course, when one of them said impatiently, ‘ Why 
need we listen to the blockhead? throw!’ but the 
second stopped him, saying, ‘ Let us first see what 
he makes of this point. The curiosity of the lat- 
ter was no sooner satisfied, than he, too said, ‘ Ay, 
confound him, it is only as I expected—throw now! 
But here the third interposed, saying it would be 
better altogether to give up the design which had 
brought them there. At this remark his two 
friends took offence and left the church, while he 
remeined to the end. 

‘ Now, mark, my dear brethren, ’continued the 
preacher, with much emotion, what were after- 
ward the seyeral fates of these young men! The 
first was hanged many years ago, at ‘T'yburn, for 
the crime of forgery ; the second is now lying un- 
der sentance of death, for murder ; the third, my 
brethren’—and the speaker’s agitation was here 
excessive, while he paused and wiped the large 
drops from his brow—‘ the third is he who is now 
about to address you—listen to him !"—Children’s 


Friend. 





Instruction, A man canbe instructed by ev- 
ery thing around him; the fly that buzzes by his 
ear—the pubble at his foot—the drop of rain and 
the snow flake will teach useful and important les- 
sons to the student of nature. There is not an 
insect or a grain that might not employ him for 
hours, Nature is a large book; what we con- 
sider trifles are useful leaves in the great volume. 
Happy is he who studies them attentively. 














BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT. 


HAYS opened an office (49 Cornhill) we can 
mow meet the wants of our friends in regard to 
works on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 
lets und larger works for sale, some of which are from 
England. Should the friends of the cause extend to us 
some little encouragement in this way, we could afford to 
print a variety of tracts. We trust t ey will call and ex- 
amine for themselves. ‘The following is a list : 

Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles Spear. 
Price 62 1-2 cents. 

Irremediability of Capital Punishment. Price 4 cents. 

Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. By Charles C. Bur- 
leigh. Price 25 cts. 

A Report on the Panishment of Death, made to the Leg- 
iglature of the State of New-York. By John « 
O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment, of Death proved to be unlawful, in a let- 
ter to the Marquis of Northampton, By John Pell. 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to the in- 
cumbent of ‘St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 
ment. By Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. Price 6 cts 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. By, Robert Rantoul, Esq. 
1835. Price 25 cents. : 

Letters on the Death-Penalty. addressed to his Excellen- 
cy Gov. Briggs, and the embers of the Massachusetts 
Legislature. Price 6 cents, 


By E. H 





MASSACHUSETTS. 


Isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 
T. A. Smith, Annisquam. John Bailey, New-Bedford. 


Beni, Sp inney Taunton. —H. Bates, Norton. 
G 7 thie , Hyannis, G, Higgins, P. M. Brewster. 


8. Higgins, Orleans Rev. Mr. Clark, Truro. 

Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.8. Hammond, Marbleh’d. 
M. Polly, Leominster, J. A. Waite, Hubbardston 
Nathan Wyman, W oburn, Hiram A. Morse, Holliston. 
Rév. Wm: Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham 


‘the diamond shine, : and the power of divine benev- : Darius Smith, Weymouth: 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


. KR I 
Rates Wetril, Concord yg herda E. K pre » Manchester 


RHODE-ISLAND. 
Rev. B. Taylor, Providence. ~ 


VERMONT. 


Ber. ae Paes PWeedatock Dr Spacliing Beectisboro’ 
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